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VII
THE KURDISH INVASION

R. COCHRAN’S connection as a young medical
missionary of twenty-five with the great Kurd-
ish chief, S8heikh Obeidullah, and with the in-

vasion which he led into Persia is more like fiction
than sober missionary history. Next to the Sultan
and the Sheriff of Mecca the Sheikh was the holiest
person among the Sunni Mohammedans. Thousands
were ready to follow him as the vicar of God. He was
a descendant of Mohammed, and claimed to be of the
line of the caliphs of Bagdad. He was a man of some
real virtues of character, vigorous, just, and courage-
ous. He had conceived the ambition of establishing
an independent Kurdistan, uniting all the Kurds under
his rule, and governing them justly, after his rough
Kurdish notions, as a free state. He was, for a Kurd,
a man of wide and tolerant sympathy. He wished to
be on good terms with foreigners, and he was very
fair to the Christians. Two years later when the
Sheikh’s dream had vanished and he was a prisoner
in Constantinople, the Sultan asked him to write a
paper describing the condition of the people in Kurdi-
stan. The Sheikh wrote in his paper a great deal
about the Nestorian Christians there, praising them
as the best subjects of the Sultan. The Sultan ob-
jected to such language, and three times returned the
letter for correction. Finally the Sheikh said, “I
don’t know much about politics, but I do know some-
74
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THE KURD INVASION OF PERSIA.

TOWNS DESTROYED AXD THE INOABITANTS

BUTCHERED—TROOPS HURRIED FROM
TEHERAN.

TEHEERAN, Oct. 28.—1It is said that the
Xurdsare firing into the tow:n of Urumivate,
Northern Persia. The town of KX hoi, in the same
province, is also threatened by them. Amnother
body of the barbarians destroyed Mahmudjet,
two miles from Sainkaleh. The reinforce-
ments of FPersian troops on the way Irom
Tsherau are a week’s journey ‘'from Sainkaleh.

There are rumors from Tabriz that the Kurds
under Sheik Abdullah have talken Urumiah.
No further news has been received from the
British Consul at Urumiah, the telegraph

wires to KXhor having been cut for the last
three days.

Loxpox, Oct. 20.—A dispatch from Meshed
states that 20,000 Kurds, under Sheik Abdul-
l1ah, are advancing on Tabriz. Theyarenow at
daragha. They have massacred the entirs

opulation of So-Uj-Bolak. The garrison of
Tabriz is only 2,000 strong. Reinforcements
of 7,000 men, 20 guns, with 5 Austrian officers,
under command of an uncle of the Shah, have
been hurriedly sent from Teheran.

A dispatch from Teheran says the First Kurd
Division evaded the Tabriz troops, and has
g\one south in the direction of Hamadan. 'The

eheran division has gone to encounter it.
The Xurds occupy 3,000 square miles of Per-
sian territory. .

Ehe New Work Eimes
Published: October 29, 1880
Copyright © The New York Times

JoiS slo GBISL 5 b aeli dcgosme ol 00 4285 000 o] 5 Buizes (pl )0 4 ulie (5 duie dlex jli(Le )yl ol &5 o oS alos
ol sl degome ;o a5 Canl dmg g Slate )l sloy0aS o Wil p slyhw 9 b 6,5

CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING THE KURDISH INVASION OF PERSIA
ol oas piiie UTKRY. 5 acgammo ;o oVAAY Jlo jo (LeadSl ploe udme 80 Lawgs

Lasgs ol 4 15,5 poza bz 55 5o YYAYSYYAAL 2 VAAY B VAA: (slo Jlo b 45 sl darass o 5 aah A Lol acgazme oy



FE-Fe o YAl YAV 5ol WY o)lad o ol atd loe Slinios 5 Sl psle )0 iyl sale alor
http://www.jase.ir

5 4 azg b sl 0nd (6,51 oz HLdSl ploe bz 185y &) Go VYAA p VAAY Lo ;5 dcgaze ol s 59 &5 jslulen
uuu 9 ol.{.vl.’> k).djf).’aJ)b lJ c}.m.J.{J‘ L)‘)?AL“ Ls..u).u.m) 9 sduuoj)‘ 9 )J).».! « P9y ))| ‘U‘f ;.A]l)‘ J.uc 6M d&!a.uc)o QL"“”‘KJ‘ g.».]jd ulfd.ul.aa
oo g b o & 4 g 43,5 & p0 il 5l sl daz 5 4 ol 53 eiST wlialie a5 ok (gl 00i3y) s Ml gl lo s anls ol oyl

e it g b, BB OS] oty a8 iyss b 55,0 sl i8S Al aily Vst ol olFays coliod (l 3a3S sy b
SWL e 51 e (5,155 iy 50 QLS JouiS gyl sy iz cdsgome ol 5 00 o,led asl 5l oS dogad ) digas laic 4

o oé; 43‘)‘ Mwlof U‘)‘“ wg&?d.: wl; ‘SAME)‘ ul))}‘a.wd.s

Sz b,z 5o olallae o 4 dilogae Fud (asd a5 aites old del dez 5 il sul 0 pbre (o @ a5 s denes | (g0laes pizen
Ol dez 5 g Jeol b il ooy aiing Slete cgs S5 lanile,d Lawgs a5 o asl 51 olows a5 conl ax g JlB .l 03,5 Lol olub )31 5o
ploe udma 585 g 4165 550 GBI Cu o s g oSl 40 yliws S 5 05 AlulS ,o sliwl (pl ol o 035 degeze (pl o o

R Q¥ S O udu.j B uml



FE-5e Lo YAl VAV ol VY o )let o gl i) oloe lidiog o Ll pole jo iyl (ool aloe

http://www.jase.ir

Correspondence respecting the Kurdish Invasion of Persia.

No. 1.

Mr. Th to Earl Granville.—(Received June 22.)

My Lord, Tehran, May 14, 1880.

I HAVE the honour to report that I have had several conversations with the
Minister for Foreign Affairs on the subject of the depredations commiited by the
Kurdish tribes inhabiting the Turco-Persian frontier, and have urged upon his
Highness the expediency of his entering into a formal agreement with Turkey for
keeping these tribes under control and for preventing them from taking refuge across
the border when pursued by the authorities and troops of either country.

His Highness has assured me that he is not only willing but desirous to conclude
such an arrangement with the Porte, and that ss soon as the Turkish Ambassador here
has received the necessary authority to negotiate a Convention for that purpose the
matter will receive his earnest attention.

Fahri Bey has been informed by telegram from Constantinople that a draft
Convention on this subject will shortly reach him, which he is authorized to submit to
the Persian Government; but the despatch referred to in tlmt conmrunication has not
yet been received by his Excellency.

1 have, &c.
(Signed) RONALD F. THOMSON.

No. 2.
Earl Granville to Mr. Goschen.
Sir, Foreign Office, July 1, 1880.
YOUR Excellency will perceive from Mr. Thomson's despatch of the 1dth
May, of which a copy is in your possession, that the Persian Minister for Foreign
Affairs expresses his readiness to enter into o formal agrecment with Turkey for the
repression of the incursions committed by the Kurds inhabiting the 'Turco-Persian
frontier. If the draft Convention on the subject which it is stated the Turkish
Ambassador at Tehran is expecting to receive has not already been forwarded to him
from the Porte, your Exceliency should urge that no time should be lost in trans-
mitting it to his Excellency.

I am, &e.
(Signed) GRANVILLE.

No. 3.
Earl Granville to Mr, Thomson.

Sir, Forcign Office, July 1, 1880.
HER Majesty’s Government are glad to learn, from your despatch of the
14th ul[timo], that the Persian Government is ready to enter into a formal ngBreomont
396

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online.
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved.
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